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Prayer & reflection 



The garden and the gardener 

Wendy Pritchard relates her 
experiences of gardening to 
the Easter story and the 
recreation of new life. 

I t’s in John’s gospel that we have 
the lovely verse ‘Now in the place 
where he was crucified there was a 
garden, and in the garden a new 
tomb where no one had ever 
been laid.’ (John 19:41) In the same 
gospel, when Mary Magdalene meets the 
risen Jesus, she mistakes him for the gar- 
dener until he gently says her name, in 
that so-familiar voice - ‘Mary’. 

The image of a garden and gardener 
are full of meaning for Easter. A garden 
is a place of re-creation, of new life and 
triumph over the death of winter. The 
first snowdrops of spring give us hope 
that the summer will come and that the 
dark days will not last forever. It’s a place 
bursting with life and growth, where tiny 
seeds turn into luxurious plants and 

‘...the real resurrection 
challenge is to be steadfast ’ 



where plants that look dead in the 
depths of winter unfurl new leaves and 
reach for the sky in spring. So what bet- 
ter place than a garden for Jesus to be 
raised from the dead and to bring hope 
and joy to a sad world. 

In Genesis, the writer says that Adam 
and Eve met God walking in the Garden 
of Eden - ‘And they heard the Lord 
God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day.’ (Genesis 3:8) Walking slowly 




round a garden is a love- 
ly thing to do. To look at 
the intricate details of a 
flower, to marvel at its 
beauty, is to see a little 
into the heart of God. 

I’ve been known to burst 
into tears at the unspeak- 
able beauty of a rose. 

The colour combinations 
in a tulip can assault the 
senses. Each little detail 
is so perfect that it blows 
away our jaded view of 
life and opens us up to 
awe and wonder. When 
we walk with God round 
a garden we can hear 
him speaking of ultimate 
victory and the triumph 
of beauty and goodness. 

I’ve only become a 
compulsive gardener in 
the last eight years. 

Before that, I was 
content to maintain our 
vicarage gardens in a 
passable state, but I had 
no confidence (or 
knowledge) to do more 
than that. But when we 
lived in Canterbury our 
lovely house came with a gardener, cour- 
tesy of the Cathedral, and she patiently 
passed on her knowledge to me. So 
when faced with a garden resembling a 
muddy battlefield when we moved to 
Gateshead (and no gardener but me.) I 
discovered that gardening was the joy of 
my life. I would come home from a full 
day at work, put on my jeans and dig. 
Nothing beats it. I get withdrawal symp- 



toms if I have to go for a week without 
digging. I love the image of Jesus as a 
gardener too. 

There is a deeper force at work in a 
gardener’s soul though than just the joy 
of raising healthy plants. A garden is 
where God’s creativity and ours enmesh, 
where we can be part of his processes 
and work alongside the divine life-giver. 
To work with the soil and feel its rich 
rhythms is to share in God’s love of this 



word in a unique way. 

Jesus the gardener entered fully into 
our world with his sleeves rolled up and 
dirt under his fingernails. That’s the sort 
of God I want - Alleluia! 

Wendy Pritchard is a former teacher. She 
is married to the Rt Revd John Pritchard. 
Their spectacular garden, at the Bishop’s 
House, Linton Road, Oxford, will be open 
to the public during the National Garden 
Scheme on 1 0 July, 2pm to 5pm. 



April prayer diary compiled by John Manley (The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Prayer to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

Thu 1 MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Adderbury: clergy Stephen Fletcher, Sue 
Newby; LLM Paul Godwin. All at 
Christopher Rawlins (VA) School. 

Fri 2 - GOOD FRIDAY: Those across 
the world suffering persecution for their 
devotion to Our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Sat 3 - HOLY SATURDAY: Those 
bearing the pain and anguish of bereave- 
ment. 

Mon 5 Banbury St Francis: clergy David 
Jackson, Chris Gaynor, LLM Mary Jackson. 

Tue 6 Banbury St Hugh: clergy Philip 
Davies. 

Wed 7 Banbury St Leonard: clergy 
Susan Burchell. All at St Leonard’s (VC) 
School. 

Thu 8 Banbury St Mary: clergy Linda 
Green, Jeff West; LLM Roger Verrall. All at St 
Mary’s (VC) School. 

Fri 9 Banbury St Paul: clergy Edward 
Coombs, David Huss; LLM Dennis Smith; 
children’s worker Jeannette Law. 

Sat 10 Bloxham with Milcombe and 
South Newington: clergy Sarah Tillett. All at 
Bloxham (VC) School. 

Mon 12 Bodicote: clergy Ben Phillips, 
Brian Gardner; LLM George Walker. All at 
Bishop Loveday (VA) School. 



Tue 1 3 Deddington with Barford, Clifton 
and Hempton: clergy Hugh White. All at 
Deddington (VA) School. 

Wed 14 Ironstone: clergy John Reader, 
Pamela Smith; LLMs John Straw (emeritus), 
Trina Wilcock . All at Shenington (VA) & 
Wroxton (VA) Schools. 

Thu IS Shires’ Edge (Claydon, 
Cropredy, Great Bourton, Mollington, 
Wardington): clergy Pat Freeth, Barry 
Freeth, Lynda Alcock. All at Cropredy (VC) 
School. 

Fri 16 Wykeham : clergy Timothy 
Wimbush, John Tattersall. All at North 
Newington Bp Carpenter (VA) School. 

Sat 17 The Mission Partnership of the 
Milton Keynes Christian Council: ecu- 
menical moderator Mary Cotes, develop- 
ment chaplain Tim Clapton, director of train- 
ing Peter Ballantine. 

Mon 19 Milton Keynes Christian 
Foundation: leader Stephen Norrish. 

Tue 20 Bletchley (including Whaddon 
Way): clergy Mike Archer, Catherine Butt, 
Tim Bustin, Alan Bird (Baptist); LLM Robin 
Rowles; youth worker Kathryn Fairweather,; 
lay pastors Philip Bates, Peter Cutler, [with- 
held]. All at Cold Harbour (VC) School. 

Wed 21 Calverton and Stony Stratford: 

clergy Ross Northing, Graham Sanders; CA 
Janet Northing. All at Stony Stratford SS 
Mary & Giles (VA) School. 

Thu 22 Christ the Cornerstone, Milton 



Keynes: clergy Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga, 
Joe Williams (RC), David Tatem (URC), 
Brenda Rosedale (Methodist); LLM Marian 
Ballance. 

Fri 23 Fenny Stratford: clergy Victor 
Bullock, John Hibbard, Ian Thomas. 

Sat 24 Stantonbury and Willen LEP: 

clergy Andy Jowitt, Paul Smith, Judy Rose, 
David Bell, Peter Ballantine, Chris Collinge, 
Mindy Bell (Methodist), Chris Howden; LLMs 
Arthur Chadwick, Mary Lovegrove, Cis 
Jones, Margaret Moakes; lay worker David 
Wilson; Methodist local preacher Mike 
Morris, Ruth Walker-Singh; Baptist lay 
preacher Margaret Prisk. All at Great Linford 
St Andrew (VC) School. 

Mon 26 Walton LEP, Milton Keynes 
(including Wavendon LEP): clergy Susan 
Jackson, David Lunn. All at Wavendon (VC) 
School. 

Tue 27 Water Eaton LEP: clergy Wendy 
Carey, Peter Green, Christopher Bell 
(Baptist) 

Wed 28 Watling Valley LEP : clergy Mike 
Morris, Tim Norwood, Nick Adlem (URC), 
Stephen Mosedale (Methodist), Tim Hadden, 
Liz Baker; LLMs Derek Martin, Phyllis 
Bunnett. All at Christ The Sower (VA) School. 

Thu 29 Wolverton: clergy Jeremy Trigg. 

Fri 30 Woughton LEP: clergy Cathi 
Williams, Heather Pollard (URC), Richard 
Beckett (Methodist deacon), Ian Gooding, 
David Rudiger; LLMs Mike Davidge, Paul 
Norris, Tony Stanyer. 



Sundays 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheri- 
tance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you... (NRSV 1 Peter 1:3,4) 

4 APRIL: EASTER DAY - Parish and district councillors 
serving the people of the deanery of Deddington. The work of The 
Diocesan Board of Mission. The work of the Church Missionary 
Society in 50 countries worldwide. The Church of Ireland, primate 
Alan Harper. 

1 1 APRIL: Deddington Deanery- area dean Ben Phillips, assis- 
tant Pat Freeth, lay chair Lindsay Mills, secretary Viviane Hall, treas- 
urer David Workman, ecumenical representative Stephen Fletcher, 
youthwork contact Jon Cardy. St Leonard’s church in inter-regnum; 
give thanks for the ‘pastoral training’ course and pray for the ‘leading 
worship’ course planned for this year. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. The Anglican Communion in Japan. 

18 APRIL: Milton Keynes Deanery - area dean Tim Norwood, 
associate Mike Archer, lay chair Paul Bright, secretary Penny Keens, 
treasurer Tony Stanyer, ecumenical officer Chris Collinge, 
administrator Jenni Smith. For chaplaincy at Milton Keynes Hospital; 
our expansion areas, including discussions about a new pioneer 
minister; the search for a new headteacher for Christ the Sower 
School; Citizens:mk - a new alliance of community groups. The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The 
Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East, primate Mouneer 
Anis. 

25 APRIL: Parish and district councillors serving the people of the 
deanery of Milton Keynes. The work of the United Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel. Lutheran members of the Porvoo 
Agreement preparing for ministry in churches of the Anglican 
Communion. The Anglican Church of Kenya. 
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Church helps prisoners change their ways 



By Jo Duckies 

MORE criminals are getting the 
chance to say sorry and take 
steps towards turning their lives 
around thanks to a fundraising 
scheme at a Buckinghamshire 
church. 

Every year the chaplaincy at 
one prison in the Oxford 
Diocese runs four of the Prison 
Fellowship Sycamore Tree 
Restorative Justice Courses. The 
course has seen murderers look 
into the eyes of relatives of mur- 
der victims, and in some cases, 
make a remorseful apology. 

“It’s the best course I’ve ever 
done and I’m telling everyone to 
do it. When the victim is in front 
of you, you know how they feel,” 
said one participant. 

Course tutor, Bob Waldron, 65 
is a member of Hazlemere 
Church, Buckinghamshire, 
where the congregation has 
raised £5,000 for two extra 
courses this year. The course, 
launched in 1998 by the Prison 
Fellowship, is based on the 
Biblical story of Zacchaeus,the 
short and corrupt tax collector 
who climbed a sycamore tree to 
catch a glimpse of Jesus over the 
crowds. Zacchaeus went on to 
sell half of his possessions and 
pay back anyone he had cheat- 
ed. (See Luke 19 vs 1 - 9.) 

Bob described the powerful 
impact of the courses: “These 
men may never ever have 
stopped and considered the 
impact their crimes have had on 
their victims and when you help 
them to do that their thinking 
patterns change. 

“They realise the pain and 



chaos they have caused. If they 
have committed murder, not just 
to the person they have killed 
but to their victim’s families, 
neighbours, communities and 
partners. And then there’s the 
impact on their own families, 
who would rather have them at 
home than locked up in prison. 
It’s quite a scary thing to look 
someone in the eye as they 
explain what crime did to them. 

“By the end of the course a lot 
of the men have decided that 
they are going to attempt to 
change their behaviour.” 

A representative victim first 
visits the prison on week three of 
the course, returning for the 
final session, when they give all 
20 of the prisoners the chance to 
make a symbolic act of restitu- 
tion. 

“Some write a poem as a way of 
expressing the first step towards 
saying sorry, others write letters 
or create something. There has 
to be an agreement between the 
victim, the offender and the 
community,” said Bob. 

One victim said: “It’s reward- 
ing to see the end results. It 
helps us on the road to forgive- 
ness.” 

Bob said members of the com- 
munity are also invited on week 
six, to witness the prisoners’ 
expressions of remorse and how 
they are planning to move for- 
ward. People who have been 
invited in have included Bishop 
of Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher. Bob said: “The more 
people that can connect with 
this and witness it the better real- 
ly. Some of the offenders decide 



New boys’ choir for Minster 




THE first boys’ choir for more than 30 years at Reading 
Minster of St Mary the Virgin is tuning up for performances. 
The choir of boys aged seven to 12 has been formed by the 
new assistant organist Peter West. 

Mr West said: “The Minster is the main church for 
Berkshire. It hasn’t had a boys’ or mens’ choir since 1974 and 
it’s missing something in a way. Most of the choirs in the 
Reading area are mixed and very few boys are members. Boys’ 
and mens’ choirs are a great tradition, dating back hundreds 
of years, but it is a struggle to find male singers for choirs so 
we need to do more to encourage boys to sing.” 

Mr West recruited boys for the choir through local schools. 
He had 32 take part in voice trials and 18 have registered as 
members, with another five on the waiting list. Rector, Canon 
Brian Shenton, said: “I’m absolutely delighted that with the 
help of Mr West, the possibility of a choir at the Minster is 
becoming a reality after so long.” 




they want to get in touch with 
their victims, and that’s some- 
thing probation officers and the 
prison service can try to arrange. 
Others do charity work or others 
go and start talking to young 
people, sharing stories and 
encouraging others not to go 
down the same path as them. 

Hazlemere ’s involvement with 
prison ministry is one of a series 
of mission projects. Vicar, the 
Revd Clive Collier said: “I think 
restorative justice is fantastic. It’s 
not just Christians doing it. 
There are lots of these schemes 
going on. There was a guy who 
was a murderer in tears talking 
to a victim whose daughter had 
been murdered by a gang, it is so 
powerful.” 



He said groups of more than 
20 people from the congrega- 
tion had been formed to focus 
on a specific area of mission, as a 
response to a clear prophetic 
call from God. The groups are 
called villages because they 
share a common sense of values 
and purpose. 

They include a groups work- 
ing with the elderly, children 
and families, providing ways for 
the Church to connect with the 
local community and an out- 
door activity group. There is also 
a group working to help abused 
women in India, deprived mums 
in High Wycombe and widows 
and orphans in Kenya. 



Vigil against child violence 



BISHOP John led a candlelit vigil 
on an Oxford estate as part of a 
national campaign calling for an 
end to violence against children. 

The event took place after a 
Growing Up Without Violence 
Roadshow at The Church of the 
Holy Family on Blackbird Leys. 

It was part of a national cam- 
paign organised by Churches for 
Non-Violence, (CNNV) that is 
calling for an end to corporal 
punishment. CNNV is working 
wih the Mothers’ Union, and the 
NSPCC, who have provided 
roadshow resources. Local dig- 
nitaries and politicians attended 
the event. 

Bishop John said: “I’m very 
pleased to be identified with the 
roadshow. It seems to me crazy 
that violence against an adult 
can be the reason for a criminal 
charge but that violence against 
children is perfectly acceptable. 

“The need for so called ‘disci- 
pline’ is a poor excuse. Children 
are our most precious and vul- 
nerable resource for the future 
wellbeing of society, and vio- 
lence should play no part in 
their lives.” 

The Revd Roger Burne, of 



Holy Family, said: “It was great 
that the roadshow came to 
Blackbird Leys, to a place where 
there is a real community. 

“The vigil in the evening was 
really good. There were a mix of 
congregation members and peo- 
ple involved in community work 
in Blackbird Leys, people from 
CMS and other organisations. 
The church is just outside the 
main shops so we were standing 
outside, where we were visible to 
the community. 

“Bishop John spoke very mov- 
ingly about his own family and 
his grandchildren. He also spoke 
on the scriptural basis for not 
being violent towards children. 
Whatever the the Old Testament 
might say, Jesus’s attitude to chil- 
dren is very clear. Bishop John 
explained that very gently but 
very directly.” 

The national roadshow tour 
marks the end of the United 
Nations Decade for a Culture of 
Non-Violence towards Children. 



ONLINE 



To join the campaign visit: 

www.churchesfornon- 

violence.org 



News 



IN BRIEF 



New school library 

A NEW £300,000 school 
extension has provided space for 
two new resource rooms, a new 
library and a staff room at 
Cadmore End Church of England 
Primary School, Buckinghamshire. 
Bishop John officially opened the 
new extension in a ceremony 
last month. 

Peter Durrant, head teacher, 
said: "It's very modern and very 
wonderful. It backs out onto our 
garden which will be excellent in 
the summer for people reading 
and wandering in and out. It's 
made a new dimension for the 
school because we've now got 
somewhere we can take small 
groups." 



Low carbon 

CHURCHES in Oxfordshire are 
among organisations that are 
working to become Low Carbon 
Communities. 

The Diocese of Oxford 
Environment G roup is working 
with Oxfordshire C limateXchange, 
Oxfordshire Rural Community 
Council and other groups are 
taking part in energy audits, car 
clubs and many other schemes. 

For more information contact 
Jo Hamilton: 01865 275 856 / 
jo@climatex.org or Linda Watson 
(0RCC): 01865 883488 



News from Synod 

Diocesan Synod voted through 
the new B oard of M ission, which 
brings together the areas of work 
previously under the Boards of 
Stewardship, Training, 

Evangelism and Ministry (STEM) 
and Social Responsibility (B SR) 
in March. 

The Synod also heard a pres- 
entation by the National 
Stewardship and Resources 
Officer, Dr John Preston, and the 
diocesan C hristian G iving and 
Funding Adviser, Robin Brunner- 
E Mis, on the new "G iving for Life" 
initiative and resources. 

Canon Ed Newell, Sub-dean of 
C hrist C hurch, gave his annual 
report on the work and life of the 
C athedral, and the C hair of the 
Board of Finance, Brian Newey, 
reported on the financial year 
end 2009 for the diocesan board 
of finance (ODBF). 

Mr Newey said that the 
diocese had ended with a deficit 
of £414,000, as against a 
budgeted small surplus of 
£ 16,000. However, this was 
directly related to an unexpectedly 
high spend related to future land 
developments. 

He stressed that these costs 
did not come out of the parish 
share, but from capital funds of 
the G lebe, and that the figures 
were modest compared with likely 
future gains. He thanked the 
deaneries for their hard work 
paying the share. "I hope we 
shall continue to try to look 
ahead with confidence," he 
added. 
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Arts grants for homeless 



AWARDS for All has granted £8,700 to the 
Berkshire based Pilgrim Hearts Trust and 
the Churches in Reading Drop-In Centre 
to fund arts workshops for the homeless. 

The centre provides food, clothes, 
showers and offers referrals to legal and 
housing advice organisations. Now it can 
also offer arts workshops which will give 
hope to the homeless. 

Elaine Chalmers-Brown, Project 
Manager, said: “The arts can give the 
homeless a sense of purpose. These peo- 
ple have a daily need to find food and 
shelter. Our arts workshops will help lift 
their self esteems, help them with com- 
munication, boost their confidence and 
their team building skills. It will give them 
hope that they can move on to a better 
life.” 

The project, called ‘Have you a story to 
tell?’ features writing workshops and 
song writing led by Hammad and Sally 
Baily of the Slough based Christian band 
Voice for Jesus, drama led by Jane Turner 
and film workshops with Reading based 
Real Time Video company. 

They will be joined by volunteers from 




the Churches in Reading Drop-In Centre. 



The workshops are being held at the 
Churches in Reading Drop-In Centre at 
St Saviour’s Church Hall, Reading RG1 
6JT (0118) 950 2536. 

Above, playing live are Sally and Hammad, 
during a workshop held in March. 
Pic by David Chalmers-Brown. 




A fair expression of faith 



CHURCHES have united in Headington, 
Oxford to form a co-operative and open 
The Windmill Fairtrade Shop. 

Holy Trinity Church, Headington 
Quarry, has been running a Traidcraft 
stall for 13 years and other local church- 
es also have been doing something simi- 
lar for some time. Headington Baptist 
Church has also arranged three-course 
Fairtrade suppers. 

In April 2008 church representatives 
formed a co-operative and last month, 
The Windmill opened its doors to cus- 
tomers. Bishop John visited the shop to 
see for himself what has been achieved, 
to give a prayer of blessing and to offer 
congratulations and best wishes to those 
involved in establishing the venture. 

He said, “As a long-time supporter of 
Fairtrade I am delighted that those from 
local churches have taken such a bold 
and imaginative step and are expressing 



their faith in such a practical way.” 

Elizabeth Whitwick from Holy Trinity, 
Headington Quarry, treasurer of the co- 
operative said, “We are very pleased that 
we can now offer such a wide range of 
fairly traded goods to the community. 

“We know that there is considerable 
goodwill towards the concept of 
Fairtrade and the shop will be a place 
where people can not only buy such 
products, but also find out more about 
trading fairly. 

“Headington Fairtrade is a good exam- 
ple of local people coming together in a 
practical way to help make a difference 
to the growers of commodities in devel- 
oping countries. 

“These farmers often receive very small 
payment for their crops from multina- 
tional companies and Fairtrade is a way 
of giving them a just return for their 
work.” 



News 



IN BRIEF 



Learning about lentils 

L0 0 KING for inspiration for meat free 
recipes this Easter? 

Then check out Lisa Pye's Vegan Lent 
blog. Lisa is part of the Milton Keynes 
Christian Environment group and con- 
scious of the need to adapt to a more sus- 
tainable diet, she's switched to eating one 
vegan meal a day for the whole of Lent. 

S he's been finding lots of ideas for reduc- 
ing the carbon footprint of her family's 
food, not just for Lent, but forever. For 
inspiration check out 
www.webjam.com/mkeg profile/lisasveg- 
anlent. 



Easter remembrance 

AS EASTER Day approaches, some 
churches are taking the opportunity to 
remember loved ones who have died. 

At Stratton Audley, Finmere and Fring- 
ford, north Oxfordshire, a large display of 
lillies is donated in memory of loved ones. 
A list of the people being remembered is 
displayed alongside the flowers. 





Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emett 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



Writing four 'Lift 'Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 






HELP CHILDREN MOOING 
SCHOOL IN V0 UR OREO 



You and your church can help 
local children moving up to 
secondary school with 
Scripture Union's l£ J s Your Naval 



Educationally appropriate and 
culturally sensitive. It r s Your 
Now! provides children with 
loads of practical advice to 
help them prepare for this key 
moment in their lives. 



fc lt + s part of our 
mission: if we're 
not involved with J 

our community | 

then weVe W35ti ng ' 

our message/ 

V/ca.r Belper. Defbyihir?' 



fek "ICONLARv SCHOOL 



Super Saver! 

Only £11" per 10 pack! 

i.1X f to uf fef (u,(*les jKJAM 1 1) 



Order online at; ww w.scrip tu re u nio n . org.uk/shop 
or call: 01908 856006 and quuLe DPYM0410 

it : www. scri p l u reu n ton. nrg . uk/itsyo urmove 



Scripture 

Mjnion 

Irggn; rmf I ivi ■' M-l ,", 1 
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Spotlight on... 



Advertising 



AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

ncnnrj, non ncririN, 

BOGR.'iFHY.ftinurm HISTORICAL, 
pormv. SPIRIT! JALSCLT-HCLP. 
RCUG80LIS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA press 

QUEEN'S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athen a press . co m 
inra©alhenapr&&£.ctim 



GETAWAY 
with the 
Directo ry 




Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 

(from IQ week* to 1 year) 



1 



NeverEverTheSame 



lid Ministries +44 10)1252 794 060 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Methodist Minister 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



GREENS FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

Established 1866 

A family owned business with five 
generations of experience, offering a 
personal dignified 24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Directors Annie Green and Ian Green 






21 High Street, Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 

8 Bridge Street, Witney, 
Oxford & Memorial Showroom 

Telephone 01993 776486 

greensfs@aol.com 




Tilsley House Residential Care 
Home for the Elderly & Tranquil 
House Sheltered Accommodation 
Weston-super-Mare 
ROOMS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 

Tilsley House and Tranquil House are highly regarded 
Homes near the sea front which enjoy a delightful 
Christian atmosphere and excellent standards 
of care and comfort. 

For more information contact 
Rachel Clapham, Manager on 01934 626933 

Charity Number 1066832 
Company Number 3471812 



<& 



The George Muller Charitable Trust 

qjll 0-Liill ru.tnqd I I <rM 



Celebrating the Cross 



The best hymn ever written? 



W hen some 250 years after 
a writer’s death the world 
is still singing his hymns, 
which include such gems 
as Jesus shall Reign Where’er 
the Sun, Come let us join our cheerful songs 
and Oh God our help in ages past, then 
there is no doubt that the creator of 
those verses is one of our aclaimed 
hymn writers, writes Gerry Hanson. 

In all Isaac Watts wrote the words of 
about 700 hymns, many of which are still 
firm favourites and each Christmas we 
delight in singing his carol Joy to the 
World. 

Watts was born in Southampton in 
1674. He was the son of an elder in the 
Congregational Church and at his gram- 
mar school proved to be a gifted pupil. 
Sadly he fell foul of the law which pre- 
vented those who were not Anglicans 
from studying at Oxford or Cambridge, 
so he trained at one of the dissenting 
Academies and in 1702 was appointed 
minister at Mark Lane Chapel in 
London. After about 10 years his poor 
health meant he could no longer contin- 
ue his ministry and the last 36 years of 
his life were spent as a semi-invalid and 
guest of Sir Thomas and Lady Abney, 
which afforded him the opportunity to 
pen his prodigious output of fine hymns. 

There is a story about Watts that 
claims that at the age of 16 he com- 
plained to his father that the hymns 



sung in his local church were “dull and 
profitless”. His father replied, ‘then write 
something better.’ What a challenge - 
and what a response. 

Is When I Survey the Wondrous Cross the 
greatest hymn ever written? Charles 
Wesley certainly thought so. He said he 
would gladly have given up all his own 
hymns to have written it and it was seem- 
ingly so regarded by the great Victorian 
essayist and poet Matthew Arnold who, 
apparently, heard it sung at a 
Presbytarian church in Liverpool on the 
last Sunday of his life and, so the story 
goes, was overheard repeating the third 
verse shortly before his sudden death a 
few days later. 

When it was written the hymn broke 
new ground in that it was the first 
attempt to get away from objective, doc- 
trinal hymns and introduce a subjective 
personal faith, and it is probably the first 
hymn to include the personal pronoun 
“I”. Some churches make a habit of 
omitting the fourth verse because it 
seems too gory, but it is unlikely that 
Watts would have approved of any 
shrinking from the horrors of Christ’s 
crucifixion. 

In some hymn books the word “pres- 
ent” in the fifth verse is changed to “an 
offering” which emphasises the personal 
sacrifice that Christ’s death on the Cross 
demands of each and every one of us. 
Written as a Communion hymn, its use 



1. When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of G lory died; 

my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of C hrist, my G od; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

3. See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4. His dying crimson, like a robe, 
spreads o'er H is body on the tree; 
then I am dead to all the globe, 
and all the globe is dead to me. 

5. Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 



at Easter is even more poignant and 
appropriate. 

Author and broadcaster G erry Hanson 
worships at St Margaret's, Iver Heath, 
Buckinghamshire. 



On wearing 

I t’s Easter: we celebrate Jesus’ victo- 
ry over death on a cross, that most 
powerful Roman symbol of execu- 
tion for disgraceful criminality, 
writes Clare Weiner. In the first 
years after the Resurrection, Christian 
believers used the sign of the Cross to 
declare their faith in Jesus, as Paul says, 
“preaching Christ, and him crucified”. 

‘This is how we know what love is, just 
one look at your cross popular Christian 
singer, Matt Redman, kicks off his album 
We Shall not he Shaken. I was given a very 
small gold cross for my Confirmation. 

I’ve worn it mostly ever since. When on a 
dark wintry morning the radio woke me 
with someone (on the Today pro- 
gramme) emphasising that wearing a 
cross can be seriously offensive and 
socially divisive, that made me think 
what in today’s world the Cross means. 
Offensive? Yes, immediately following 
the first Good Friday, years ago: but 
today? 

The Roman empire attempted social 
cohesion under the authority of worship- 
ping the Emperor. Christian believers 
(even though they’d seen what hap- 
pened to the Jewish people when they 
refused) declared their loyalty to a high- 
er power: the God who raised Jesus. 

They didn’t worry about giving offence. 
And Christianity eventually gave that 
social cohesion, for centuries. 

Between then and now, the Cross 
became a paradoxical symbol. Making a 
list, I found these positives: “sanctuary” 
(recognized by English law from the 
fourth to the seventeenth century), run- 
ning from enemies, you were safe if you 
entered a church and clung to its cross. 



a cross... 

On a lighter note, it forms the 
England flag, strongly associated with 
football! The Red Cross symbolises the 
work of the first global, humanitarian 
medical organisation, bravely relieving 
suffering in areas of conflict and disaster. 
The Cross has always been a powerful 
symbol of compassion, of selfless altru- 
ism, above all of how Jesus Christ, Son of 
God, gave himself and gave of himself, 
for humanity. 

Negatively, it’s been shamefully associ- 
ated with the Crusades, and the “Klan”. 

It has been used superstitiously: a cross 
worn on a chain might become an 
amulet against evil powers. From this 
sprung its association with tales and 
movies of vampires, ghouls, and grave- 
yards. From The Exorcist onwards, the 
Cross has gathered an unhealthiness, a 
whiff of decay and scary things. A War 
Memorial near our house is a “Calvary”, 
but under the influence of their peer 
group my children (even though from a 
Christian family) thought that Cross 
“creepy”. 

But, despite utilitarian bioethicist 
Peter Singer’s assertion “...Richard 
Dawkins holds out the prospect of ‘delib- 
erately cultivating and nurturing pure, 
disinterested altruism — something that 
has never existed before in the whole history of 
the world 9 ’ , Christians already know someone 
who, about 2000 years ago, taught and 
lived that pure altruism. And his victory 
on the Cross. The Easter Resurrection is 
no waking of the undead, Mary didn’t 
meet a zombie in the Garden but a 
healthy, glorified Lord. He had been 
willing to die that death to which his 
altruism led, and thereby defeat spiritual 




death and decay. Of which cynicism, 
defeatism, and self serving discrimina- 
tion form a part. By wearing a Cross 
today, we have a chance to educate the 
public that we don’t seek to give offence 
but declare the wonderful gift of life. 
That is if we both wear the symbol of our 
faith and are ready to explain tactfully 
what it means. ‘This is how we know what 
love is, just one look at your cross. . . ’ 

W riter and painter C lare W einer worships at 
St Margaret's, Oxford. 
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Family 








Recommended reading 
this Easter 



at 



home 



( Books recommended by Yvonne Morris , diocesan children's adviser ) 



Do try this 



As the Easter holidays approach, TheDoor suggests some 
egg-citing activities for all the family. 



The Easter Angels by Bob Hartman, illustrated by 
Sophy Williams 



In this moving retelling, Bob Hartman gets right to the 
heart of the Easter story, evoking both its sorrow and unex- 
pected joy. (Lion Children’s - £6.99) 



Walking with Jesus through Lent and Easter by 

Murray McBride 

A resource designed to help adults and children to prepare for 
Easter together by entering a ‘visual pilgrimage’ - a spiritual explo- 
ration through Lent that culminates with the celebration of 
Easter. (Barnabas - £11.99) 



Easter Journey by Susie Poole 

Jesus didn’t have to die on the cross - so why did he do it? 
Even most grown-ups find this hard to understand! 

Easter Journey is a book for life, not just for a season. 
(Pupfish £9.99) 



Oreen, green glass 



Glass can be recycled and made into new 
products. However, that kind of recycling 
process takes a lot of energy. Try finding new 
uses for jars and bottles. Make a vase, a money 
bottle, a pencil holder or a gift jar. 

1. Wash and dry your jar thoroughly. Wind 
strips of masking tape tightly around in bands, 
twisting the end to give a ‘bump’. Then brush 
all over with gesso (white acrylic paint) . When 
it is dry, add another coat. 



2. Next, paint over the gesso with colour. Acrylic paints are the most hardwearing. 
Let the paint dry, then unwind the tape slowly. Make good any bad tears. 



The Good Green Footprint Copyright © Lion Hudson. Used by permission of Lion Hudson pic. 



Make an Easter garden 



The stories of Jesus say that he was 
crucified on a hilltop just outside 
Jerusalem. This Easter garden is a 
traditional way of remembering what 
happened on that terrible Good Friday. 
There are three crossses for the three 
who were crucified. Below is a tomb 
with a round stone door. 

To make your own Easter Garden , you will 
need: 

- soil and grass seed 

- a garden tray or plate 

- a small flowerpot 

- scissors 

- old tights or thin stretchy fabric 

- a watering can 

- small twigs and raffia or string 

- greenery 

- a flat stone 

Mix the soil with the grass seed. Half fill 
the tray or plate with some of the soil. 



Put the flowerpot on its side in the 
middle to make the tomb. Cut a large 
piece from the tights, knot it into a bag 
and fill with more soil. Arrange it over 
the flowerpot, to create a hill. 

Water the soil well. Keep it moist and let 
the grass grow over 3-4 weeks. Make 
three little crosses out of twigs and put 
them in the soil on the hilltop. Arrange 
other greenery around your garden and 
put the stone over the entrance to the 
tomb. 

On Easter Sunday, you might like to add 
flowers to your garden - a reminder of 
the new life of spring and the new life 
God gives Jesus. Try making small 
posies. Wrap the stems in damp tissue 
paper and kitchen foil. Make holes in 
the grass with a pencil, and push the 
posies into place. Don’t forget to roll 
the stone away to show that the tomb is 
empty. 

First Festivals: Easter Copyright © Lion Hudson. 
Used by permission of Lion Hudson pic. 



Make a little nest of eggs 

(Remember to use Fairtrade ingredients .) 2 . Add the cereal and stir the mixture 

3. Spoon the chocolate mixture into the 
cases 

4. Shape the nests with a teaspoon 

5. Push in pieces of chocolate twig. 
Leave to set 

6. Wash your hands. Then shape the 
marzipan eggs. Place the eggs in the 




WIN THIS CRAFT BOOK 
WITH A GREEN THEME 

As we celebrate new life this Easter, how 
can we make more efforts to look after 
our planet? 

The Good Green Footprint is a make-and-do 
book with a range of crafts on a green 
theme. It shows how an old shirt can 
become a peg bag for hanging clothes and 
unused pieces of paper can become papi- 
er mache pals and greetings cards. And 
The Door has three copies to give away in 
this month’s competition. To stand a 
chance of winning send your name and 
address to The Good Green Footprint 
Competition, The Door ; Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. 
The closing date is Tuesday, 6 April. 



Eggs are part of the traditional Easter 
celebrations. For Christians they are 
another reminder of new life. 

You will need: 

75g butter 
2tbs golden syrup 
150g chocolate 
A few chocolate ‘twigs’ 

Marzipan or foil wrapped chocolate eggs 
150g puffed rice cereal 

- A bowl 

- Wooden spoon 

- Paper cake cases 

- Teaspoon 

1 . Put the butter syrup and chocolate in 
a bowl. Microwave in 30 second bursts 
until the butter melts. 
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7.1 FM 



Impacting youth and die wider community 



for good through FM radio, contemporary Chrisfian 
music and a globally influential webslter 



INRQCT1NG OT1ESL.. 



Feedback has shown that Cross Rhythms is heard in taxis, hair- 
dressers, barbers, chip shops, universities, schools, the Citizens 
Advice Bureau, petrol stations, car mechanic garages, furniture 
shops, doctors surgeries, the council offices, church foyers, pubs 
and even Muslim owned shops. Here’s some recent feedback: 



“You may recall an email about a local church who ran a free 
community BBQ and saw about 250 people come. The comment 
made was that they met many who had heard of it on Cross Rhythms. 
Anyway the Sunday just gone was the follow up to the BBQ and they 
had about 30 extra people, nine of whom got saved!” 

□ □ □ 

“A friend of mine was having lunch in Toffs and the City Centre 
Manager was in there.The CC Manager was saying how Cross 
Rhythms are city minded, and community minded, and that CR 
surpasses the local BBC in their involvement in the city. The staff 
member from Toffs agreed”. 

□ □ □ 

“ This week the headteacher from Berry Hill High School asked us if 
we would do an interview with him about their school including 
plugging their parents evening. We duly did, and following the interview 
with the headteacher, the assistant head Dave Wilcox, phoned to say it 
sounded “awesome”. He wanted a copy of the interview to play in the 
reception of school during the open evening last night. They also 
expressed keenness to explore what they could do with the pupils with 
us on radio”. 



□ □ □ 

“I wonder if you can remember our meeting about three years ago at 
a business networking event. Our meeting had a great impact on 
myself and led to a difficult time of challenges to the way I led my life 
with Buddhist beliefs. When we met for lunch you explained that I had 
met Jesus that night. In December 08 I had an amazing experience 
during a Christmas carol concert. I met Jesus for the second time. I am 
now a youth leader at the church and when I give my testimony you 
are a big part of my story and how I have found Jesus. Thank you so 
much”. 



How you can help... 



I want to reach the youth of our nation 
through Cross Rhythms 

D I would like to give a one off gift of £ 

D I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘ Cross 
Rhythms’) 

□ Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO 
as a one off gift 

Card number 

Issue number Expiry date 

D Please send me information on becoming a regular 
supporter of Cross Rhythms 
D Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list 



Name: 

Address: 



Postcode:_ 

E-mail: 



Tel: 



Please cut out this form and post it to: 

Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110, E 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST I I XR. miiC A ^ 

Alternatively you can call 0 1 782 25 1 000 to make a donation or go to 
www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations Reg Charity No 1069357 
lA 



| By Jon Bellamy, CEO of Cross Rhythms | 

T he national Cross Rhythms media ministry has 
been tested, proven and matured over 27 years 
and today it is proving its ability to powerfully 
engage the youth of our nation and reach those 
outside our church walls through media. 

Just read the stories on this page, from only the last few months, 
to catch a glimpse of that effectiveness. 

The wonderful stories of lives changed are awesome and worth 
celebrating, but the question remains: What about the millions of 
other youth in our nation? How vital is a media voice like Cross 
Rhythms in these days? 

Recent research amongst teenagers reveals the following: 

- Two-thirds of teenagers believe religion is bad and ‘ has a 
negative influence on the world ’ 

- 55% say family, friends, money and entertainment are more important. 

- Half of teenagers claim they have never prayed and 1 6 per cent 
have never been to church. 

- Three in ten believe in an afterlife but one in ten believes in reincarnation. 

The truth is there is a fierce battle for the souls of a younger 
generation, and indeed for the people of our cities and 
communities, but Cross 
Rhythms has grown up learning 
how to engage in the fight and 
been trained and prepared 
over 27 years for the greater 
battles ahead. Even other UK 
media players recognise our 
readiness: a recent issue of 
Youthwork magazine declared 
Cross Rhythms The most 
youth-friendly Christian 
broadcaster by far...’ 

In addition our website 
(complete with prayer rooms 
and lifestyle Christian teaching) 
reaches more than 800,000 
different people every year of 
which 65% are under 35. 

Significant bridges into the community are being made and a 
growing sphere of influence for the kingdom of God is resulting. 
When Jesus described the Kingdom of God he said it was like a 
little ‘yeast that works itself through a large batch of dough’. That 
is how God is using Cross Rhythms into UK cities. 

There are already three Cross Rhythms FM stations in Stoke, 
Plymouth andTeesside; plus we are supporting another station in 
Coventry. In our ongoing vision to see 10 such stations in the 
cities of our nation we are also in discussion with groups in 
three other cities. Something we hope to see established over 
the next few years, in a time when the Christian voice and 
Christian values in our nation are getting more and more 
undermined. 

The battle for souls and for a clear Christian voice in our nation 
is entering a new phase and we know we have been aligned and 
prepared for these days ahead. 

Yet one thing is still not fully in position. It is the area that is 
continually contested and could take us out if not established at 
sufficient strength. It is the severe restrictions on this ministry 
for lack of resource. We truly need the support of mature 
Christians who can see this vision and get behind it even if they 
are not the consumers of it. 

If you feel stirred to identify with the work of this ministry; that 
this is a ministry God would lead you to push with to see the 
advance of his kingdom in the days ahead; to join with us to 
reach the youth and the wider community in our nation; then 
I invite you to take that step of aligning with our work by 
completing the form here. 




IM¥CIlNG\OUIH.. 




“As I am writing this email to you now, it’s the night before my 
birthday. How quickly do they seem to come around! It will be a 
whole year, since the night I sat on the phone, with you and cried. 

And you prayed. And then sent an email, to say I was being prayed 
for and thought of. 

“This time last year, I was only a couple of months on from the 
overdose I had taken and miraculously survived, and to be honest, a 
lot of the time I was still wondering why I hadn’t managed to do the 
job properly. 

“And the night before my 24th birthday, the night we spoke on the 
phone, I was in such a dark place still, that I was seriously 
contemplating trying again and doing a better job. I didn’t feel I had 
any rope to hold on to and it was all pretty bleak. 

“I want you to know that the very fact that someone was on the end 
of a phone, that night, and willing to talk with me, and pray, and not 
make me feel like an outcast or a freak was a lifesaving piece of 
rope, even though you may not have realised it at the time. It gave 
me the rope I needed to hold on to, to make it through that night. 

“Without doing something that would have been unwise. The next 
day, more hope arrived, when you emailed me. Because I figured that 
if someone, reasonably random and unconnected to me, could be 
somewhere else in the country but thinking of me, then surely I 
couldn’t be all that bad a person.” 

□ □ □ 

“A young pregnant girl was in a car and Cross Rhythms Teesside was 
playing. She was planning on having an abortion, however just at that 
time the Policeman story came on - the one about the policeman who 
God uses to save a pregnant lady who was going to have an abortion. 
Anyway, this girl heard the story and made a decision not to go 
through with her abortion. We saw her baby just before Christmas”. 

□ □ □ 

“Hi, I have some exciting news. Me and Ben have been speaking to a 
girl who’s gotten pregnant and the guy doesn’t want to know her any- 
more (she isn’t a Christian). She went to a church on Sunday and told 
them her situation and they told her ‘ you’ll be a bad influence to our 
young people ’ and asked her to leave. 

“She’s been saying its put her off church all together. Well today she 
said she heard the Policeman story on Cross Rhythms last night, (the 
one you keep playing on the show about the policeman that shares 
his story about the woman going for an abortion), and she gave her 
life to God!! So excited!!” 

□ □ □ 

“Hi! I downloaded your podcast on self harm after my friend sent it 
to me thinking it might help. I have self harmed for 9 months. I have 
good times and bad times. I have been trying to tell someone. I 
listened to your podcast nightly for the last few nights. 

“Although I am not a Christian, it really helped me. I booked with the 
nurse to see the counsellor again, who I saw before but never told her 
anything. I saw her today and told her. It feels so much better. Thank 
you so much you have helped me heaps”. 
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Drudgery made divine >~hb 



SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 



For the third in our series of 
prayer walks Sarah Meyrick 

visits C ookham, near 
Maidenhead, in Berkshire. 

A rriving in Cookham, you can 
park free of charge at the 
National Trust Car Park on 
Cookham Moor, just to the 
west of the village. Cookham 
was made famous by the great English 
painter Sir Stanley Spencer (1891-1959) 
who was born here and spent most of his 
life in the village. 

He described Cookham as “a village in 
heaven”, and when he was a student at 
the Slade School of Art, earned himself 
the nickname “Cookham” because he 
talked so much about the place and 
returned home from London every 
evening. Much of Spencer’s work depicts 
Biblical scenes re-imagined in Cookham. 
There is a Stanley Spencer walk around 
the village, based around some of the 
landmarks in his paintings, available 
from the Stanley Spencer Gallery. 

From the car park, you have a choice 
of routes. For a shorter walk, follow the 
path due north, signed to the Thames 
Path National Trail. For a longer route, 
bear left and follow signs for the foot- 
path to Terrys Lane. (You can loop 
round and rejoin the Thames Path and 
walk back towards Cookham later.) 

Ahead lies the mighty Thames. The 
author Kenneth Grahame is said to have 
been inspired by the river at Cookham 
to write The Wind in the Willows , as he 
lived in the parish as a child. In the 
accompanying podcast, Bishop Stephen 
reflects on his love of the Thames, which 
runs right through his Episcopal Area. 

As you walk along the river, you may like 
to consider the verse: “There is a river 
that makes glad the city of God” (Psalm 
46:4) . The river can bring a sense of 
replenishment and solace, of comfort 
and strength. 

Turn right along the river by the sail- 
ing club. You may be able to see the 
Monarch , which was one of the thou- 
sands of small ships that made possible 





the evacuation of 300,000 men from 
Dunkirk in the early days of the Second 
World War. You may like to pause and 
pray for those in need of rescue in 
places of conflict today. 

At the willow tree, turn right, away 
from the river and follow the route 
through the churchyard to the 11th cen- 
tury church of Holy Trinity. The church- 
yard - where the artist is buried - was a 
source of fascination for Spencer. He set 
one of his most important paintings 
here. The Resurrection, Cookham. The 
painting was apparently inspired by John 
Donne’s description of a churchyard as 
“the holy suburb in heaven”. 

In Spencer’s work, the newly resurrect- 
ed emerge from their graves in leisurely 
fashion to experience the joy of para- 
dise. The painting is notable for the 
unrushed pace of the resurrected. As 
Spencer himself wrote, “No one is in any 
hurry in this painting.” You might like to 
ponder the question of hurry: do we 
need to wait until the day of resurrec- 
tion before we stop rushing? 

How do we rebalance our lives so that 
we find stillness now? Can we regain a 
sense of Sabbath in our lives? 



Inside the church, pause to enjoy the 
peace and quiet. You can see a copy of 
one of Spencer’s most famous religious 
paintings, The Last Supper. (The original 
which once hung here is now in the 
Gallery.) The setting is a former malt- 
house in the village: you can see the red 
wall of the grain bin in the background. 
Christ is shown breaking the bread; St 
John sleeps on his shoulder. The newly 
washed feet of the disciples are particu- 
larly striking. 

By resetting the Last Supper in 
Cookham, Spencer has made the story 
of Christ contemporary. Inspired by the 
Spencer heritage, you can also see Holy 
Trinity’s own Stations of the Cross, the 
work of local artists, on display between 
Passion Sunday and Low Sunday. The 
images are positioned throughout the 
village from Cookham Dean to Holy 
Trinity, with a service following the route 
on Good Friday. 

As you leave the church, you will see 
an angel by the church gate. Spencer 
painted The Angel in 1953, inspired by 
this sculpture. The Angel also appears in 
a corner of Parents Resurrecting 1 933. The 
painting shows the stone angel with the 



church tower in the background. You 
may also like to look out for the memo- 
rial stone to the artist, with a Judas tree 
planted by the Friends of the Stanley 
Spencer Gallery to commemorate the 
centenary of his birth. 

Leave the churchyard through the 
church gate and bear right into the vil- 
lage High Street. The tiny Stanley 
Spencer Gallery, housed in what was 
once a Methodist chapel, is on your left. 
The Gallery opened in 1962, three years 
after the artist’s death, and is entirely 
run by volunteers. Bishop Stephen, who 
is writing a book on Spencer, chose to 
pause by a single painting, At the Chest of 
Drawers, 1936, an example of Spencer’s 
ability to raise ordinary things to a high- 
er plane. 

You may like to reflect on the George 
Herbert poem The Elixir, also a well 
known hymn: “Teach me, my God and 
King/ In all things Thee to see/ And 
what I do in anything /To do it as for 
Thee.” Much of Spencer’s work is about 
“drudgery made divine”, a later line in 
the poem. You might like to think about 
how to see God in everything, even in 
the most ordinary things that we do. 
When you leave the Gallery, you can 
return to the car park by walking left 
along the High Street, past the Village 
Memorial. 

The Stanley Spencer Gallery is in the Kings 
Hall, Cookham High Street SL6 9SJ. The 
Gallery is open daily in the summer. Entry 
costs £3 for adults (£2 concessions, free for 
under 16s). For more information phone 
01628-471885 or see 

http: //Stanley spencer, org. uk . A summer exhi- 
bition Stanley and the First Mrs Spencer 
concentrates attention on his first wife, Hilda 
Carline. The exhibition honours Hilda on the 
sixtieth anniversary of her death and shows 
her as a highly talented artist who had a pro- 
found influence on Spencers life and work. 
The Summer Exhibition will be open daily 
from 10.30am-5.30pm, 1st April - 31st 
October 2010. Pictured left is Spencers 
Family Group, Hilday, Unity and Dolls, 
1937. Holy Trinity Church is open during 
daylight hours. 

Do you have a favourite walk where you 
pray that you’d like to share? Email jo. duck- 
les@oxford.anglican.org. 



Listen to Bishop Stephen reflecting on his 
walk around Cookham and his love of 
Stanley Spencer, with the Revd Sally 
Welch at 

www.oxford.anglican.org/prayerwalks. 
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WYNDHAM HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION 
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Pleasant young Christian lady needed to 
help me around the house one afternoon 
per month. You will work with me, not 
for me. This is a permanent, stable, 
long-term position in congenial 
surroundings with good pay, for a retired 
executive lady. Central Oxford. Free 
parking available. Please e-mail (in full), 
your name, address and phone 
number(s). Your CV is not required. 
xpressly4u@hotmail.com 




2007 Citroen Picasso VTR 



tHW* NOW ONLY 




12 ONLY 



SAVE OVER 
£1000 



iivt Mtm VtMitiLtS AMI: FREE IIK 

CHOICE ONE OWNER a COLL .T" Tiicdv 
AVAILABLE SERVICE NrSTOflY □ ELI VERY 



Old BaUtrtturt Itofifri, 

? Bitffrrmrn Rwttl, bfrt'tjii'Uf. $7 2 AX. 

Tel 0114 255 9696 
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Keble College Chapel 
Oxford 




The Eric Symes Abbott 
Memorial Lecture 

will be given by the 

Rt Revd the Lord Richard 
Harries 



former Bishop of Oxford 



on 



Friday 7 May at 5.30 pm 
The Spirituality 
of Public Life’ 



Admission free 
All are welcome! 



And she laughed. . . a meditation for Easter 



John 20 v.1-18 

W ednesday was the last time I had 
some decent sleep. By Saturday I 
was past feeling tired. My heart was 
beating fast and if I lay down I doubted if I 
could have shut my eyes. It felt as if they 
were permanently open. Not sleeping 
properly is a funny business. You never get 
used to it - even years as a fisherman, often 
working solidly for two or three days and 
nights, doesn’t prepare you for the strange 
feelings that come with exhaustion. 

On Thursday night we struggled to stay 
awake in the garden while he went and 
prayed alone. He did this sometimes; it was 
normal, and so we dozed - until the 
soldiers came and everything began to go 
wrong. It all happened so fast. As the 
soldiers searched the garden I justified running 
away reasoning that I would be no use to 
him sitting in a cell. A few of us gathered 
back in the upper room. We sat, sometimes 
talking, sometimes in silence. We didn’t 
know what to do and he wasn’t there to ask. 
A damp, grubby towel hung over the back 
of a chair, accusing us of selfish weakness. 

W e made ourselves believe that he 

would be able to talk himself out of 
trouble; we expected him to walk through 
the door sometime on Friday. But Friday 
passed in the blink of an eye, yet in agonising 
slow motion. Before we knew it, before we 
could do anything, he was dead. 

On Thursday we had contemplated his 
temporary absence; on Friday night we 
struggled to comprehend his permanent 
absence. We did not sleep; we talked, we 
argued, we wept, we remembered times 
past. With him gone we had no focus, no 
direction. We were aimless and exhausted. 
The instinct for survival made us eat on 
Saturday. We ate in silence, all remembering 
the last meal we had shared with him, the 
things he had said and done. We broke 
bread and shared wine without words. We 
gained some strength from the food; we 
gained more from sharing it together. 

I began to look forward to the escape of 
sleep. I made myself comfortable. For 
hours I loitered and fidgeted on the edge 
of sleep. In the dark hours just before dawn 
I heard movement. A door quietly opened 
and closed and I saw Mary, our friend from 
Magdala, slip into the dark of the pre-dawn 
morning, her head bowed, her step nervous 
and tentative. I saw the old Mary, the 
wounded and troubled lady we had made 
friends with all that time ago. I let her go. 

We all needed to do things our own way; 
she was probably just going to the grave to 
weep. I went back to my mattress, and 
thought of Mary. Her friendship with us 
had been her salvation. She seemed to grow 
in stature; she started walking with her head 
held up instead of bowed down. I sensed 
that for the first time in her life she felt 
valued, respected, loved. 

What would become of her now? We had 
started talking about returning to Galilee to 




The Garden Tomb (Jerusalem) Association 



pick up our nets, but where would she go? 
As these thoughts rumbled around my 
head, sleep finally came, the heavy, deep, 
dreamless sleep of exhaustion and grief. 
When the others woke me I had no idea if I 
had slept for minutes or hours. I came 
round slowly. I could tell by the light and by 
the angle of the shadows that it was early 
morning. I had slept for only an hour or so. 
*** 

I began to be angry but then I noticed the 
atmosphere in the room was very differ- 
ent from the night before. People were fully 
awake and listening to Peter. Peter was 
saying that Mary had gone to visit his grave 
very early and that when she had got there 
the stone had been rolled away and the 
grave was empty. Mary had run back and 
woken Peter and one of the others and they 
had returned with her. They too saw that 
the grave was empty - they had even gone 
inside and seen the shroud neatly laid 
where the body had been. They had run 
back here to tell the rest of us. 

A discussion began immediately about 
what had happened. Everyone assumed that 
the body had been stolen, either by Zealots 
wanting to start a revolution on the back of 
news about a resurrection, or by Romans 
nervous that his grave would become a 
symbol and a focal point of rebellion. 

“Where’s Mary?” I asked. “I thought she 
was following us”, said Peter. “She’ll probably 
get here in a minute.” I left them all 
animatedly discussing the empty tomb. 
There would be time enough to work out 
what it all meant later. I was more concerned 
for Mary. She was fragile, vulnerable. 

I remembered the hunched and nervous 
figure who had walked into the dark morn- 
ing and the demons that tormented her 
when we first met her - one day she would 
be manic, frenzied, and the next, lifeless 
and stooped. Slowly these wild moods had 
subsided and she had become a person, a 
woman; she could talk and she could listen. 
She began to shine with wisdom, 
compassion, even holiness. 



A s I walked, searching for her, my 

thoughts were mixed. One moment I 
was anxious for her - what would this empty 
tomb do to her? I feared that her demons 
would descend and enshroud her again. 

Then I thought about the empty tomb - 
had the body been stolen? I remembered 
some of the things he had said about dying 
and rising again. I had not understood 
them then, and I did not understand them 
now, but I began to wonder if something 
cataclysmic was happening, if something 
was changing, if God was at work bringing a 
new kind of order from the chaos. 

As I walked, the dawn was turning into 
day. And then I saw her, some way off, 
walking slowly towards me. At first I did not 
recognise her - she looked different, taller. 
Her steps were slow, thoughtful and sure. 
Her head was up; she was looking at the 
trees and the sky. 

My first thought was relief: she was safe. 
And then I realised how confident she 
looked, stronger than I had ever seen her. I 
knew then that the conspiracy theories my 
friends were developing were nonsense. 

The transformation in this woman 
approaching me said one thing. 

He lives! 

He is risen! 

I t was then that she saw me. We both 
quickened our step. In a few moments we 
were facing each other; not touching. It’s 
hard to explain what was happening as we 
stood in front of each other. 

Silently, we were celebrating, rejoicing. I 
could see him in her eyes: his love, his 
wisdom, his compassion, his playful smile. I 
held out my arms to embrace her. 

“Mary,” I said. She looked at me, paused 
for a moment, and then she stepped 
forward. We held each other . . . and she 
laughed. 

The Revd Michael Smith is Vicar of the 
Cookhams. 
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The Resurrection challenge 




Ruth Jolly wrestles with the 
mystery, the challenge and 
the gift of the resurrection. 

I think of the Easter realisation of the 
followers of Jesus of Nazareth that, 
despite his physical death, he was, in 
truth, still with them. None of the 
gospels attempts to describe the resur- 
rection itself but all testify to its conse- 
quences. An immense, creative energy 
propelled the disciples into a new begin- 
ning. Not for them a cautious return to 
their roots to plan and consolidate, but a 
bold, inspired commitment to take their 
experience forward - now, straight away 
- even if they weren’t sure exactly how. 

The gift of new life obeys no rules; it 
simply demands a response. If it’s impos- 

‘...the real resurrection 
challenge is to be steadfast ’ 



sible to describe what resurrection is, it’s 
not so difficult to say how it feels. Many 
of us have been given a new start of 
some kind, at some point in our lives. 
We’ve experienced the astonishment, 
the relief and the happiness that floods 
our whole being when we discover we 
have a chance to build anew on the 
ruins of our failure or our sorrow. Of 
course, our own slight experiences are 
in a different league from those of the 
disciples of Jesus but isn’t the challenge 
of resurrection present for us too, in the 
crises of our own lives? 

A time of trial that turned out to 
contain the seeds of transformation 
from despair to hope. Been there? Me 
too. And if you have, are you puzzled, as 
I am, by how absurdly hard it was to 
accept either the gift or the challenge? 

Take the gift. I couldn’t trust it. 
When my son was terribly injured, I 
grimly braced myself to face the possibil- 
ity of a bleak future. Nothing - health, 
family or faith was secure any more. But 
when the fear was turned back, I was 



racked by doubt. Only gradually did I 
come to a glorious recognition of the 
reality of a new beginning; and there was 
light, joy and the unstoppable dynamism 
of a renewed sense of purpose. The chal- 
lenge: to make good things come out of 
bad. 

And of course, I blew it. I underesti- 
mated the difficulties and, like many 
others emerging from crisis, I rushed it. 



High on adrenaline, I sped up blind 
alleys and got sidetracked by trivialities. 
My early progress was ephemeral. So 
here’s the hard part of the challenge. 
Whatever the crisis we’ve survived - 
health or relationships or faith - we have 
to keep asking ourselves if we’re still up 
for the long haul and the hard graft. If 
we’re still working to make good things 
happen, not just for ourselves but for 
others. Because it’s easy to forget the 
privilege of our gift, and let our goals 
drift. 

To my mind, the real resurrection 
challenge is to be steadfast. To come 
back from adversity and pursue in action 
and in prayer, the right course, for the 
right reasons, in the best way we can. 

Ruth Jolly works for the probation service and 
worships at Christ Church Cathedral. 

She is the author of Something Absolute: 
Surviving a Miracle’ (O Books). 



ONLINE 



See www.st-george-newbury.org to 

see more of Ken C ooke's paintings or 
to order a copy of ‘Stations of the 
Cross’ - A series of readings and 
reflections for Holy Week 





Quality bespoke church furniture 
makers from concept to delivery. 
Single items to complete re-orders. 

The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR 
Telephone & Fax: 01934 618111 
Email: info@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 
www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote DR0410 



Refreshings 
Gardens - 
Garden 
Design 

. . L garden desigii- 
er offering all styles of design, 
including spiritual themes. == 
2009 Chelsea medal winner. 
Contact Phil Smith 
01628473924' v 
wwv^efreshinggardens.co.uk 






A unique 
blication 
at mature 
readers who 
are young 
at heart. 

Don't miss 

Available to Download now FREE at... 

www.over65magaziite.co.uk 




Quality sound, induction loop 
and vision systems from a 
Christian company with over 
40 years experience. Servicing 
and repairing existing systems 

Contact us for a free no obligation 
quotation and demonstration. 



Areac Midlands Limited 

Unit 6 Halas Industrial Estate, Forge Lane, 
Halesowen West Midlands. B62 BEB 

www.areac.co.uk 
0121 550 2868 
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Celebrating 60 years of 
retirement housing,.. 




Wilh supported housing and nursing cart* ihf Church 
of England Pensions Board provides security and pence 
of mind in retirement to (hose who have given their 
lives towards help trig c it hens Jn she name o I' Christ- 
including Clergy Widows :snd Lieensed Lay Workers, 

Wr ri-ly nil ilciiiatiqriH and legacies in eOfUiimi- Lhis 
much needed work. 

PI. F ASF HF] P US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 

3 he Church of England Pensums tSoard (ctd4/io> 
FRF.FPOST aoa, LONDON SWtP SYS 
Tel: U2U 7098 1UUU 
Web: www.cep Lorg.uk /appeals 
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Registered Chnniy Number : llhblf 




Highlights include TOM 

STOPPARD RUPERT EVERETT 42ND STREET 

3 E 0 : G £ S E R&SARD S% LOVE STORY 

PYGMALION BRIAN FRIEL HENRY GOODMAN 
DAVID HAfG YES, PRIME MINISTER BINGO 
STEPHANIE COLE THi CREtK MICHAEL 
PENNINGTON THE RAGGED TROUSERED 
PHILANTHROPISTS 

HENRIK IBSEN ENRON A MONTH IN 
THE COUNTRY PHILIP PULLMAN EDWARD 
BOND 2:1 Crl AK □••’B ft lh3S LEY S HERS DAN 
HOWARD BRENTON THE MASTER BUILDER 



15 April -16 October 
www.cft.org.uk/lm 01243781312 



Woild premiere 
for Chichester 

The world premiere stage version of 
Yes, Prime Minister will be one of 
the highlights of the Chichester 
Festival Theatre’s 2010 
Programme. 

Thirty years ago the first episode of 
Yes, Minister was broadcast and went 
on to become television’s most suc- 
cessful political comedy ever. It and the 
equally successful sequel, Yes, Prime 
Minister, captured a niche in the politi- 
cal consciousness of the nation. 

The original writers of these classic 
series have reunited for this anniversary 
production and now the Prime Minister 
Jim Hacker, his Cabinet Secretary Sir 
Humphrey Appleby and his Principal 
Private Secretary Bernard Woolley are 
all back, in a brand new play. 

The world, of course, has turned mean- 
while. Spin has become an art form and 
the BlackBerry is the must-have acces- 
sory. Dossiers have been ‘sexed up’, 
the ‘special relationship’ put to the test 
and countless MPs have stood down to 
’spend more time with their families’. 

Yes, Prime Minister stars Anthony Jay, 
Jonathan Lynn, Henry Goodman and 
David Haig. It opens on May 13 and 
continues until June 5. 

Details 01243 781312 or visit 
www.cft.org.uk 



Gileod 

FOUNDATIONS 




Addiction 

Counselling 

Training 

School 



Gilead Foundations 
Addiction Counselling 
Training School 

at Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, near Okehampton 
offers the following Diploma programme 
covering: 

Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(1 7 courses) 

280 hours: £530 

Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis 
Process Relapse Prevention programme with 
our clients. This training and the Genesis tools 
are used throughout the programme at Gilead: 
£318 We also have a correspondence course 
on counselling by Jay Adams: £954 



If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about ACTS 
or would like to make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 

www.gilead.org.uk 
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Easter 
issue of 

The Son 

The Son is a proactive, provocative and 
uncompromising newspaper which aims to 
put Jesus back at the centre of society. 
Written and presented in an easy to read 
tabloid style, based on the UK's biggest 
circulation newspapers, The Son is an 
ideal tool to reach friends, neighbours or 



groups. 

The Easter issue of The Son includes 
stories on Ringo Starr, Ruby Turner, 

Simon MacCorkindale, Denzel Wasington, 
Dimitar Berbatov, golfer Paul Azinger and 
many others. It's an ideal tool for 
outreach. Why not use The Son to reach 
your community? 
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Order your copies today: 
by calling 

The Son hotline on 01752 225623 
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Courses, training, conferences & workshops in April 2010 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the May 2010 issue is 2 April. 



MAIDENHEAD: St Luke's C hurch, 
Norfolk Road at 7.30pm. C harles 
Wood's St Mark Passion sung by 
combined choirs from local area. 
Admission free. Details 01628 
636514. 

READING: St Agnes - W hitley 
'Easter C antata', Stainer 'C rue ifixion'. 
Begins at 7.30pm. Details 0118 
9425290. 



TILEHURST: St Michael's C hurch. 
Concert by Reading Phoenixchoir at 
7.30pm. Details 0118 9428186 or 
0118 9427331. 

WOOLHAMPTON: Douai Abbey 
from 9.45am - 4pm. Plainchant 
workshop directed by Drjohn 
Rowntree. 

Details 0118 971 5333 oremail 
douaiabbey@aol.com 



OXFORD: St Andrew's C hurch, 
Linton Road at 7.30pm. Easter 
concert. Details 01865 314864. 



DORCHESTER: Taize@7 - Informal 
worship at 7pm at Dorchester 
Abbey. 



BURNHAM: St Peter's C hurch 
helped establish Mona Lisa Arts and 
Media project. This project and 
Burnham Community Association 
will officially open their gallery, called 
'Flux', in the H ig h Street tod ay from 
3pm - 7pm. The Elementals 
Exhibition will run until 30 April. 

0 pen Mon-Sat 11am - 4pm (late 
night Thursday 6pm). C losed 
Sundays. Further details from 
monalisacic@btconnect.com or 
01628 605975. 



WORCESTERSHIRE: A retreat at 
H olland FI ouse, Worcestershire 
begins today until Wednesday 28 
April. Come and take a journey with 
Cardinal John H enry Newman and 
explore his life and faith. Details 
01386 860330 oremail 
enquiries@hollandhouse.org 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am H oly C ommunion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am H oly Communion; 1pm Wednesday only H oly C ommunion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Easter Services: Maundy Thursday 1 April - Sung Eucharist and Watch at 7.30pm. G ood Friday 2 April Liturgy at 
10am. Easter Eve 3 April - Easter Vigiil at 8 pm. Easter Day 4 April - FI oly Communion at 8am; C horal Matins at 10am; 
Sung Eucharist at 11.15am; Choral Evensong at 6pm. 



The Doorpost 



Courses & special events 



Learning to learn and think 
theologically: An eight week course 
providing an introduction to portfolio, 
study skills and theological reflection. 
Thursday evenings at Diocesan 
Church Flouse beginning on 15 April. 
Details sheila.townsend@oxford. 
anglican.org 

Church History: A ten week course 



looking at the exciting history of the 
C hurch. Make the great names and 
movements of the C hurch fit into their 
backgrounds. Begins on 20 April (at 
various venues). Details from 
sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 

Handling bullying and coping with 
difficult people: P art of the 

Continuing Ministerial Development 



programme. This workshop will be 
held on 28 April from 10am - 4pm at 
Diocesan C hurch Flouse. Details and 
booking form from 
jeni.hobbs@oxford.anglican.org 

Marriage Course: A seven week 
course beginning on 28 April at St 
Andrew's C hurch, Linton Road, 
Oxford. Details 01865 314864. 



FRIDAY 23 APRIL 



SUNDAY 25 APRIL 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
H enley. H ealing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 



SATURDAY 24 APRIL 



HEADINGTON: Eastertide drama - 
'Living Word'. An ecumenical 
production with a cast drawn from a 
range of local churches. To be held 
at C orpus C hristi RC C hurch, 
Margaret Road at 8.30pm. Details 
01865 763358. 



AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels at 3pm. 
'Saturday Slot' - a short 20 minute 
informal service for all ages with 
children's activities. Details 01494 
726680. 



TUESDAY 13 APRIL 



OXFORD: C hrist C hurch C athedral 
at 7.45pm. Friends of Bibl ^Lands’ 
Inaugural Annual Lecture - 
'Educating for Peace in Israel and 
Palestine' by Elias C hacour (Melkite 
Archbishop of G alilee). Free entry by 
ticket only. Tickets from 01494 
897933 orinfo@biblelands.org.uk 



HOLY SATURDAY 3 APRIL 



Manchester College, Mansfield Road 
at 8pm. Details ceo@ccj.org.uk 



SATURDAY 17 APRIL 



WITNEY: Methodist C hurch, High 
Street at 7.30pm. A concert in aid of 
Victims of Torture. An evening of 
musical entertainment with popular 
songs . Tickets £8. Details 01865 
452783. 



GOOD FRIDAY 2 APRIL 



WEDNESDAY 31 MARCH 



WEDNESDAY 14 APRIL 



OXFORD: The C ouncil for 
C hristians and Jews are holding a 
talk by Dr Aaron Rosen from the 
0 riental Institute 'Art history and 
Jewish imagination' at Harris 



HEADINGTON: Eastertide drama - 
'Living Word'. An ecumenical 
production with a cast drawn from a 
range of local churches. To be held 
at C orpus C hristi RC C hurch, 
Margaret Road at 8.30pm. Details 
01865 763358. 



MONDAY 26 APRIL 
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A lifelong activity 



Deciding on a school for your 
children is a tremendously 
important choice. 

In many cases a child’s primary and secondary 
education can have repercussions throughout 
life. With growing concerns surrounding much 
of education in Britain today, it should come as 
little surprise that Christian schools maintain 
their popularity with parents, providing a strong 
spiritual and moral basis in all that they do. The 



WYCLirrc Hall 

- ox foil n- - 

God and One Woman 

One Day Conference 
Celebrating Women's Ministries 
Saturday 8 May 10 1 Cl 

1 0.00 — 4.00 

Stories from die pail to inspire 
l£*u£& from the present In explore 
Hopes for the future io pray about 

Booking Is essential for this event 
To book please visit our website; 
www, wycliffe. ox.ac.ok 

TKe cast of the conference find, lunch) will be 
£20 payable on the dip in cash or by cheque 

Wydiffe H ill : committed to women m nuniitry 

For more Information contact 
admiEstons^wycIfflTe.Qx.^c.uk 

VVyullllc Hill, S-4 Ikudniry Ku.liL 

Oxford 0X2 6PW m ^ 

DIM* 374205 k W ^ 



more disciplined style of education seems to 
bear fruit and their academic results continue to 
impress and in many cases improve. 

Faith based schools continue to be popular with 
parents because of the high standards which 
they achieve. Most offer open days for parents 
and prospective pupils to look around at what is 
on offer. 

The early months of the year often have 
entrance examinations or open days for the 
following September’s intake. Most schools will 
give parents the option to look around outside 
of open days through an appointment through 
the school secretary. 

It’s a very similar story with further education 
and whilst many students may have already 
decided on a university or college to attend 
from the autumn semester, some will still be 
looking for a course and others will start plan- 
ning for next year. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in 
deciding what path to follow, even when 
inherent talents seem to make the choice a little 
more obvious. 

For younger Christians the path may have 
already been discussed when choosing subjects 
for A levels but for many older Christians start- 
ing a course could well be a part of a change in 
life’s direction. 

There’s also the choice of college. For many, 
some time away from home at university can be 
a time of self-discovery and growing, although 
others may well prefer somewhere closer to 
home. This can be due to the commitments such 
as family responsibilities or commitments to the 
local church or other organisations. Travelling 
times are also quicker a boon for most students. 




Regent’s Park College, University of Oxford 
Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 

TRINITY TERM, 2010 

Public Lectures at Regent's Park College, Pusey St., Oxford OX1 2LB on Tuesdays at 5:00pm 

Politics, Religion and International Relations 

Week 1 Religion and the Law 

27 April Professor Peter Edge, Professor of Law and Director of 

Research in the School of Social Sciences and Law, 

Oxford Brookes University 

Week 2 Religion and Human Rights: 

4 May Complexities in applying Sharia in modem State practices 

Professor Javaid Rehman, Head of School of Law, Brunei 
University 

Week 3 Religion and the State 

11 May Professor David Robertson, Professor of Politics and 

Fellow of St Hugh’s College, Oxford 

Week 4 Religion and International Intelligence 

18 May Professor John Stempel, Professor of International Relations 

University of Kentucky, Lexington 

Week 5 The McCandless Lecture 2010 

Thursday Religion and International Diplomacy 

27 May Professor John Stempel, Senior Professor of International 

Relations Paterson School of Diplomacy & International 
Commerce University of Kentucky, Lexington; former senior 
member of the US Diplomatic Service in Iran, India and 
elsewhere and former Director of the US State Department’s 
Crisis Centre 



Friday 28 - International Conference 

Sunday 30 May Religion and International Relations: 
Transatlantic Perspectives 
Enquiries to: Dr Louise Nelstrop 
louise.nelstrop@regents.ox.ac.uk 



For all the challenge of full time study should 
prove to be rewarding and fulfilling. 

Other ways of learning 

The way in which we view education has 
changed considerably over the years with an 
increasing emphasis being placed on ‘Lifelong 
Learning’ for people of all ages and abilities. 

Christians can take part in this process through 
courses at universities and colleges or through 
one of the increasing number of distance learn- 
ing courses, which can be studied for at home 
as well as part-time and short break courses. 

There are many colleges , which offer the sub- 
ject of Theology through distance learning, and 
is ideal for students with commitments, which 
stop them, being involved in full time educa- 
tion. For some, Distance Learning offers the 
opportunity to take a specialist subject to a new 
level. 



Of course, it is not just theology that will be of 
interest to Christians. There are many other sub- 
jects and skills that can enable them to become 
more efficiently involved in the work of the 
Church or within society at large. 

These can involve anything from secretarial 
skills to counselling. Developing artistic abilities 
can also be put to good use in the service of God. 

The real message of lifelong learning is that it is 
never too late to learn a new skill, or study a 
new subject or to re-investigate the opportunity 
to study a subject that for some reason or anoth- 
er had to be dropped in the past. 

Lectures and discussion groups enliven our 
minds, giving us both an education and enter- 
tainment at the same time. There really is 
always something new to learn and the process 
of learning keeps us more aware of the world 
around us. 




AUDITIONS 

FOR 

CHORISTERS AGED 7/8 

AT CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2010 

Substantial subsidy from 
the Cathedral puts this 
opportunity within the 
reach of many, many 
families. If you have a 
boy with a voice [we are 
Hooking for potential, not a 
trained singer] who enjoys 
singing and who you think 
might benefit from this 
wonderful opportunity, 
why not bring him along 
for an informal audition? 
There is nothing to lose 
and a great deal that your 
son could gain. For more 
information... 

... please contact Miss Diane Price, Admissions* Secretary 
0 1 865 24256 1 registrar@cccs.org.uk 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
l BREWER STREET, OXFORD OXI IQW 
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Arts 



Monday morning theology 



by 0 livia G raham 



T here are many excellent Lent books 
on the market this year: this is not 
one of them. Excellent it is, but not 
for Lent. Because Paula Gooder has writ- 
ten the book she has long searched for - a 
book which takes us from Good Friday, 
through the astonishing, puzzling and glo- 
rious events of Easter Day, and on, via 
Ascension Day, to Pentecost. In this con- 
cise, beautifully written book she gives us 
materials for pondering deeply on the 
meaning of Resurrection. 

Starting with the bleakest moment in 
the Gospels, Jesus hanging on the cross, 
lifeless, defeated, abandoned, we hear the 
words of the centurion ‘truly this man was 
God’s Son’, and it is as if a beam of light 
pierces the heavy sky and lifts us to look 
beyond the moment. Then the com- 
mand of the angel to the women - ‘go, 
tell..’ The first half of the book takes us 
through all four gospel accounts of the 
resurrection and subsequent appear- 
ances. 

In the second half Gooder looks at 12 
passages from the New Testament, most- 
ly from Paul, and asks what they are 
telling us about living the resurrection 
life. Let me make a personal confession: 
I find Paul’s theology difficult, if not 
almost incomprehensible at times. But in 
this book his theology of the resurrection 
is tackled head on and it makes sense. 
Important truths are pulled out: that 

learning to live a true risen existence 



This Risen Existence: The 
Spirit of Easter 
Paula Gooder 
Canterbury Press: £5.99 




means also learning to live fully and joy- 
fully as cracked and crumbling clay jars; 
that by being ‘in Christ’ (which we are 
through baptism) , it is possible to be fully 
and deeply at one with God, with each 
other, and with the whole created order - 
God, in Christ, reconciling the world to 
himself; that living thankfully is the only 
sane response to recognising the aston- 
ishing gifts which God gives us. 

Unless, says Gooder, Resurrection trans- 
forms what we do and how we think on 
Monday mornings, it is of no value. We 
are now part of God’s new creation, but 
we can choose whether to ignore or 
embrace this. And choose we must, every 
day, many times a day. It is a lifetime’s 
work. 

Gooder’s text is engaging and accessi- 
ble. In 42 short sections, she takes a verse 
or two of Scripture and draws out its 
meaning and riches with lightly-worn 
scholarship and great perceptiveness and 
then links it skilfully to our lives. She 
gives us a book which teaches, enriches 
and inspires. 

The Revd Olivia Graham is Parish 
Development Adviser for the Oxford 
Archdeaconry. 



Transcendent art 




THE largest contemporary painting 
ever acquired by Oxford’s 
Ashmolean Museum is Roger 
Wagner’s The Menorah. 

It can be seen alongside Book of 
Praises , 22 of Wagner’s paintings illus- 
trating the Psalms, at the Ashmolean 
until Wednesday, 24 March, when it 
will move to Oxford’s St Giles 
Church. Book of Praises will move to 
St Giles Church on March 26 and stay 



there until April 2. The church is 
open noon to 2pm weekdays and 2 to 
5pm weekends. Forms of 
Transcendence , The Art of Roger 
Wagner, ; by Chris Miller, was pub- 
lished in 2009 and is available at the 
Ashmolean shop and Blackwells 
Oxford. The foreword was written by 
Lord Harries of Pentregarth, the for- 
mer Bishop of Oxford. 







Big science has expelled smart new ideas from the classroom... What they forgot is that 
every generation has it's Rebel! That rebel, Ben Stein travels the world on his quest, and 
learns that educators and scientists are being ridiculed, denied tenure, and even fired - 
for believing that there might be evidence of 'design' in nature. Perhaps life is not just 
the result of accidental, random chance. In this often hilarious film Ben says "Enough" - 
And NOBODY messes with Ben! 

An expose of the first calibre, this movie gets to the heart of the issues. 

This UK version includes over 45 minutes of interviews not in the US version 

In a controversial new satirical documentary, author, former presidential speechwriter, economist, 
lawyer and actor Ben Stein travels the world, looking to some of the best scientific minds of our 
generation for the answer to the biggest question facing us today: 

Are we still free to disagree about the meaning of life? 

Or has the whole issue already been decided... 
while most of us weren’t looking? 

The debate over evolution is confusing and to some, bewildering: “Wasn’t this all settled years 
ago?” The answer to that question is equally troubling: “Yes... and no.” 




‘Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed” looks to scientists on both sides 
of the issue... and reveals some truly shocking answers. 



RRPEJ&flf 



Buy your copy of “Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed” 
from at the discounted price of just £1 0.97 

www.crossrhythms.co.uk/direct/expelled or call us on 01782 

Purchasing Expelled from Cross Rhythms helps us reach the next generation with positive values 



£ 10.97 

+P&P 

251000 
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Christmas Markets on the Danube 
featuring a 6 night Danube River Cruise 

8 Days: 19 Meals: 7 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches & 7 Dinners 




Tour Highlights: 

Wurzburg » Rothenburg • Nuremberg • Regensburg • Passau « Wachau Valley • Vienna « Hofburg Palace • Vienna Opera House • Christmas Markets 



Price from £1279 per person 

includes door to door service, 19 meals and all cabins are middle 
deck, outside cabins with french balcony 

Departure Dates: 10 December* 2010 

& 15 December 2010 

*This departure operates as a reverse itinerary 

We are delighted to offer you the opportunity to experience 
the magic of the Christmas markets with this exceptional tour 
onboard the wonderful M/S Amadeus Diamond or Amadeus 
Classic which cruises the River Danube. Enjoy the sights and 
spectacular scenery at a leisurely and relaxing pace with time 
for Christmas shopping and sampling the local food and wine. 

- Visit and shop in the famous Christmas markets of 
Rothenburg, Nuremberg, Regensburg, Passau and Vienna. 

* Unpack once for a relaxing 6 night Danube River cruise. 

* Explore Wurzburg, Germany, known as “the jewel of the 
Main River", and the lovely medieval town of Rothenburg. 

• Cruise through the Wachau Valley, the most picturesque 
region of the Danube River. 

• Experience an up-dose look at the historic cities that adorn 
the Danube. 



All tours are accompanied by an experienced Collette 
Worldwide Tour Manager and feature regional dining 
experiences and many meals. Also included with this tour 
is a home door to door transfer* to London Heathrow, 
special sightseeing trips and excursions. 

Tour Inclusions: 

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow, Home 
door to door transfers, Services of a Collette Tour Manager, 
Many Meals, Sightseeing and Excursions as detailed in the 
itinerary and Luggage Handling, Exceptionally low single 
supplement. 

For more information on this exceptional tour and for bookings, 
please contact us on 

FREEPHONE 0800 048 1055 

This tour is operated in partnership with Peter Goord and 
Collette Worldwide Holidays. 



Hn'ifliv k *iiLh|PcT To .Iv.iiLlbikiy mnd tffeprtiStfd pr.np To riwipp r.ihirr^ ,tre iim-irpfi 

Price* arc huaed uai 2 adulti* *1 Luring j rocm departing Lendcm I tenth row. Prices arc per perMxi 
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An Award Winning Company 





theDoor APRIL 2010 



Advertising Feature 



17 




Looking 
forward to 
that well 
earned 
holiday... 

Now that Spring finally seems to arrived there 
can be few of us who haven’t already started 
to think about our summer break. For some 
the summer will be too far off and they’ll be 
looking for something much more immediate, 
possibly in the Easter or early May breaks. 




rates can be a great attraction. Walking holidays are 
great in the cooler days of springtime and there’s 
always the delights of springtime flowers. 

With less crowds around there is always the opportuni- 
ty to spot birds and wildlife as you walk around. If the 
weather does take a turn for the worse there are plenty 
of places still open to visit from cathedrals to stately 



If you are travelling abroad, make sure that your pass- 
port is up to date, and will you need visas or any spe- 
cial vaccinations? If you start buying essentials to take 
with you it will save any last minute rush. 

If you take photographs (and there can be few of us 
who don’t) do make sure that you have everything you 
need. 



Holidays abroad 



OB ERAMM ERG AU 

2010 

PASSION PLAY TOURS 

Places available August & September 2010 

w w w.i >h r r ei m m r rga 11 . w rl is . 1:1 1 m 

tel 0800 04 39 3&4 

CAMINO 

Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

www. wolsten homes ca uk 



MENORCA 

Holiday Villa 



High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, close 
to shops & restaurants, short 



drive to sandy beaches. 




ITALY 

Near Romantic Rome 

Self catering in rural 
tranquillity, sleeps 2-4. 
Wonderful views, historic 
village. Tel: 07836 650834 
villagirasole @ hotmail .com 
ww w.villettagirasole .com 
DISCOUNTS NOW 



France 

2 well appointed 6 berth mobile 
homes available to rent in St 
Jean de Monts, Vendee and La 
Foret-Fouesnant, Brittany. 
Very reasonable rates & possible 
discounted ferry fares. 

To find out what dates are still 
available give us a call on 
01225 754 892 



CYPRUS - PEYIA 

Near Paphos and Coral Bay 
Spacious Apartment 
Patio, BBQ, Dist Sea View, 
Communal Pool 
A/C & Heaters. 

Walk to Tavernas. 
Available all year 
www.myhideaway.co.uk 
01249 813729 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



CYPRUS 



SW FRANCE 






Retreats & Conferences 



Holidays at home 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



HOLIDAYS • RETREATS 
* CONFERENCES 



(fy/X Brunei Manor 

Oiriyijn M«Uv & umif rm, F,,fT-i.rF 

ww.brundmanorcorn 



Insurance 



Perfect Family Holidays 

On 5-star Littlesea Holiday Park at Weymouth - voted Best Holiday Park 
in UK. Swimming pools, sports facilities, restaurant, bars, entertainment 
Some dates still available (not school holidays) 

For details call 07811 343335. 



-to (jev-se^ 
jy owi 

Oxford Airport 



It couldn't be easier for you to discover the jewel of the Channel 
Islands this summer. Great Experience Travel, your Jersey 
Specialist Agent, has the widest choice of holidays from May to 
September using this great new service. 

Call us, call in or visit our website for details. 



SHROPSHIRE 

Much Wenlock 
Detached cottage in centre 
of small medieval town. 
Walled garden. 
Sleeps 4. VB^ 

Short breaks 
Tel 01743 362315 
email: 

wi 1 1 iamsj etti ng@hotmai I .com 



CORNWALL 

Bramble Cottage, Mousehole 

2 bedroom fisherman s cottage, 
magnificent views from all 
windows over Mousehole 
Harbour, Mounts Bay & The 
lizard Peninsula. On coastal 
path to Lamorna Cove etc 
For brochure 
call 01588 680316 



Dartmouth 

PtVON 

Glorious view* ocro£* 

km.ii 11.11 1 I nun 
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GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01 293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 45 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email : info @ cor nishholidayhomes .net 
www.cornishholiday homes .net 



'urn si 



The / Ql&nbourvve/ ■€; 

Pa 



2A comfortabCe fioteC in the popuCar 
JACum Chine area of 'Bournemouth. 

Near to the seafront with exceCCent b Cue flag 
beaches , bus stop right outside, parking, rooms 
for l, 2, 3 or 4 people. 2ACC En-suite. Tea/ coffee 
faciRties and tv, /radio in each room. 
Convenient for Bournemouth, TooCe and many 
other attractions. 'ReasonabCe rates. 
deCephone 01202 761607 

www.thegfenboume.co.uk • mfo@tbegfertbourvie.co.uk 



— LES- 

COTILS 



An efegati i house on ifw bemtijiii 
island of Guernsey, with stunning 
views of Hern, Jeiimt and Sark ' 

For mre details visit mrwhsite 
or 

telephone m 48 } 727 m 



Torquay. Devon 

For full programme details 
1:01803329333 
e: ■ n fo@bmnd man or, com 



6p*e4b ■S/tpesietfce Travel 

6-7 Waterloo Waik p High Street, Witney, 0X28 6EU 
Tel: 0845 2178284 mob: 07766 406759 
e-m all : g reatexperiencetravel @tarsc. net 
www. g reatexperi encef ravel .co. u k 



Jersey^ 

Airways 

#ABTA 

tfrr Travel 



Some of the resorts on the Mediterranean attract 
visitors all the year around as even the winter climate is 
warmer than it is at home although for those who aren’t 
so worried about hot days and beaches there is still 
much to do at home. 

Resorts are less crowded and off course off-season 



homes and ruins. 

For the evening there are plenty of places to eat and 
depending where you are visiting a show or a film. 

If you are looking more towards the summertime do 
phone your chosen hotel or guest house early to avoid 
disappointment as places do fill up. 



Check out special offers on film or memory cards for 
your camera and do not forget to try it out in advance 
if it is a new camera to you. 

Whatever you do and wherever you plan to go, a bit of 
advanced planning will ensure a much more relaxed 
break. 



PAPHOS - 3 Bedroom 
ground floor apartment, 
small complex, pool, A/C, 
garden, close to amenities. 

No smokers 



Crispin Bickle: 01980 611372 
crispin.bickle@btinternet.com 
www.crispinbickle.co.uk 



Comfortable, attractive, 
spacious I -bed Gite in 
peaceful rural location 
amongst historical 
Bastide villages with 
local shops and bar 
nosblackbum@meshnetfr 
Tel 0033563 043194 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 

SUPERB ANNUAL MULTI trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Single Trip Cover 

max 1 year duration & up tolOk cancellations. 
For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.&A. 
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Tjfn* 



‘Berba'&EigPhit 
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wirh God" 



TTHmilton 

' Thank God I’ve Done It!" 

WIN 



ieap of Faith 



Keeping the Faith 
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Down to earth, real, ‘un-religious’ - that’s why Sorted has 
helped my Christian faith so much! bear grylls 



For MEN 



For LIFE 



J CcQvflnni 
Hull Cl Ly a 
Prayi rmW- r 
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won't wealc cut 
^ & Sunday 
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Walks the Talk 
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Denzel 



Lt 's No Romps Rhydl 



I Was A Big Fan Of Jesus 



www. sorted-magazine. com 



SORTED MAGAZINE, PO Box 3070, Littleharupton, West Sussex, BN17 6WX 

Tel: 01903 732190 [ Fax: 01903 255415 1 Email: steve@sorted-magazine.com 
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C omment 

by John Pritchard 

Resurrection in 

action 



E aster raises the question of the 
credibility of the Christian 
faith in the sharpest possible 
way. It’s at Easter that people 
are faced with our most outrageous 
claim - that God raised Jesus from the 
dead. 

At which point many people politely 
excuse themselves from the table. And 
indeed many Christians start to mum- 
ble in their beards (or would if they 
had them) about the significance of 
resurrection generally, rather than the 
factuality of the resurrection of Jesus in 
particular. 

I’m with the red-hot believers on this 
one. I keep on looking at the evidence, 
the context, the alternatives, the philos- 
ophy, and I keep on coming back to 
base and affirming confidently that 
God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. 
See Tom Wright’s 800 pages of The 
Resurrection of the Son of God (SPCK, 
2003) for more detail than you’d prob- 
ably want. 



\..what matters is the effect 
of the resurrection ’ 



But I agree that what matters is the 
effect of the resurrection rather than 
the bald fact of it. Christian activity 
ought to be true testimony. One pic- 
ture. St Margaret’s Centre in Durham is 
a workshop where people with learning 
difficulties mend broken furniture, 
thereby learning a skill, gaining self 
respect and earning the appreciation 
of grateful customers such as myself. 

It’s a living parable of God’s continual 
activity of restoring what is broken, and 
using the least expected, vulnerable 
people to do it. 

That’s the resurrection in action. 

My question to myself and to others 
at this time is this: what are we doing, 
or what will we do, to demonstrate the 
resurrection power and love of God? 
How will we let God ‘easter in us’, as 
Gerard Manley Hopkins put it? 
Ultimately that’s what the world needs 
from us - not an argument, but a life 
transformed by the beauty of the living 
Christ. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is Bishop of 

Oxford. 



Letters 




Easter doubts and Easter certainties 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 

‘ Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the Mother of James, and the other 
women with them who told this to the apos- 
tles. But these words seemed to them an idle 
tale and they did not believe them. 9 Luke 
24: 10 and 11. 

W e’re reading Luke’s 

Gospel this year, and this 
is his account of the reac- 
tion of the male disciples 
to the women’s report of 
what they had seen at the tomb of Jesus. 
I suppose their scepticism was not unrea- 
sonable, in a way - the stone on the tomb 
rolled back, two men in ‘dazzling white 
clothes’, and a message that Jesus was 
‘not there, but risen’. 

The suspicion remains, however, that 
their words would not have been dis- 
missed as ‘idle tales’ if they’d been spo- 
ken by a man. Luke, the champion of 
women all through his Gospel, can spot 
chauvinism a mile off, and here it is in all 
its arrogant splendour. The ‘two men’ - 
presumably angels - had asked the 
women to ‘remember’ how Jesus had 
told them, ‘while he was still in Galilee’, 
that he must be crucified ‘and on the 
third day rise again’. 

They’d all forgotten that, men and 
women. It’s sad but true that we remem- 
ber grim warnings more vividly than we 
do promises of blessing. Despite their 
scepticism, Peter, typically, decided to 
check out the women’s story and ‘got up 
and ran to the tomb’, looking in and see- 
ing exactly the scene the women had 
described. However, according to Luke 
his only reaction was amazement. Faith 



had to wait for the appearance of Jesus in 
the upper room later that day. 

The alternative reading for Easter Day 
is John’s account of the resurrection 
(John 20:1-18), including the appear- 
ance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene in the 
garden. It tells, at heart, the same story, 
of course, but the details are different. 
Anyone tempted to then turn to Matthew 
and Mark will find two more versions, 
again relating the same central truth but 
differing widely over the details. 

I remember sitting in on a home Bible 
study where a group of people had set 
themselves to study the various resurrec- 
tion accounts. Predictably, they’d got 
themselves in a bit of a dilemma over it. 
Here was the central truth of our faith, 
but the reporters keep on appearing to 
contradict each other. At that point a 
retired police superintendent, a member 
of the group, intervened. “When I was 
investigating an incident,” he said, “and 
found four witnesses telling exactly the 
same story, right down to the merest 
details, I suspected only one thing: collu- 
sion. I would expect, in truthful witness- 
es, slightly different accounts, different 
memories or impressions of what they 
had seen.” 

The group was satisfied, and resumed 
their study very profitably. The resurrec- 
tion story is so staggering, so awesome 
both in the event and its implications, 
that it isn’t surprising that the Gospel 
writers struggle to convey the details of 
what had happened. Only a God with a 
sense of humour, or a profound respect 
for the dignity of the whole of humanity, 
could have entrusted - in the patriarchal 
world of the first century - the first 
reporting of that utterly critical event to 
a group of women! 

Canon David Winter is a former Dicoesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
G raham 

Winterbourne on 
01884 840285 



Competition 
W inners 

Mrs Cook from Ivinghoe, Leighton 
Buzzard; Anna Galpin from Benson 
and Amy Urquhart-W inter from 
Buckingham were the winners of the 
competition featured in the March 
issue of The Door and have all won 
a copy of ‘The Road to Easter Day' 
published by B RF. 



& comment 



Letters 



Flying examples 

In The Door of February 2010 we read that: 

B ishop Alan recently flew to C hicago; 

Bishop Stephen is soon to jet off to Swe- 
den; and Bishop John is flying to the Holy 
Land in October. W hat sort of lead are 
they giving to those Christians working and 
praying for solutions to man-made C limate 
Change? 

Dr Patrick Little, Emmer Green, 

Good stewardship of the earth is probably 
the most urgent priority facing the human 
race and something the Church must be 
concerned about in all that it teaches and 
does. In this diocese we therefore do as 
much as we can electronically but also 
recognise that there are occasions when 
face to face contact is necessary to build 
and sustain relationships. Sometimes this 
involves air travel, for which we will look 
into an offset arrangement through the 
Climate Justice Fund - although we know 
there are various arguments to be had 
about offset schemes. We try to minimise 
travel and use public transport wherever 
possible and following a review two years 
ago, have reduced our car mileage. 

The Holy Land pilgrimage has a particu- 
lar focus on supporting the diminishing 
number of Palestinian Christians and pil- 
grims will be invited to consider carbon 
offsetting. 

Bishop John, Bishop Aian and 
Bishop* Stephen.' 

Faith schools - for better or worse? 

The Government's present policy is to 
encourage more faith schools; and the 
Church of England appears to be more 
than willing to support this and to benefit 
from the money which is being put into it. 

I have always been against church 
schools in principle, though I have a great 
deal of praise for the ones I have worked in. 
They help children to understand the 
importance of making friends across differ- 
ences of culture and faith. But the way to 
nurture the growth of such deeply rooted 
social cohesion is not to divide children on 
the grounds of religion or denomination. 
Trevor Phillips of the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission said in 2006 "Britain is 
sleep-walking towards segregation." 

I believe that the C hurch of England 
should be leading the way in opposing the 
creation of more faith schools, offering its 
experience and expertise to the whole edu- 
cation system on equal terms with other 
faiths and with humanist and secularist 
ideals. I would love to see the Diocese treat 
this matter seriously; at first - perhaps - 
with an open debate in this newspaper? 

Revd David Paterson, Marston, Oxford. 
See our response in next month’s Door. 

Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Suresh Menon will take up 
post as Associate Minister at St Ebbe’s, 
0 xford; The Revd Natalie Garrett will be 
leaving her post in Burford and moving to 
the Diocese of London; The Revd Tim 
Garrett will be leaving his post in Burford 
and moving to the Diocese of London; 
The Very Revd Robert Grimley has been 
given permission to officiate; The Revd 
Vera Sinton has been given permission 
to officiate; The Revd Peter Anthony 
(J unior Dean of StStephen’s House) has 
been given permission to officiate; The 
Revd Gerald March has been given 
permission to officiate. 
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The home builder 




Ian Brown’s faith inspired 
him to move from a career 
working for multinational oil 
companies to helping provide 
homes for the world's 
poorest. He tells Jo Duckies 
his story. 

I an, 60, visited the Door offices with 
Stefan McNally, from Habitat for 
Humanity and they began with 
friendly banter before settling 
down for the interview. The pair 
need a good working relationship as 
Stefan is Habitat’s front man for the 
annual Desmond Tutu Building on Faith 
week while Ian uses his project manage- 
ment skills to oversee the scheme. 

The week, in September, sees teams of 
volunteers from the UK build homes in 
South Africa for families who are current- 
ly living in rickety shacks. “I free Stefan 
up to be the man in the front. I deal with 
the logistics and health and safety, man- 
aging the project and looking at the big- 
ger picture,” says Ian. 

It was back in 2004, just after the Asian 
tsunami, when Ian first volunteered for 
Habitat. He headed to Sri Lanka after his 

‘It's really about getting 
your hands dirty. ’ 

church raised almost £8,000. “I was there 
for 20 weeks, helping to team lead up to 
20 volunteers. 

“I was getting stuck in, helping with the 
building processes and project managing 
the work. That led me to being asked by 
Ian Pearce, the programme manager, to 
be a CEO for a project in Southwark, 
building a block of 12 apartments for low 
income families.” Ian, 60, now splits his 
time between Banbury based Habitat for 



Humanity, running training courses for 
Shell and his churchwarden duties at St 
John the Baptist Church, Burford. 

Ian’s work for Habitat has taken him to 
Kenya and Mexico. “I’d like to do more 
of that, it’s really about getting your 
hands dirty. I also tried to launch Habitat 
for Humanity in Scotland but that was 
put on hold because one of the big 
potential donors was hit big time by the 
credit crunch.” 

Before that Ian had worked in Saudi 
Arabia, on projects for Exxon for four 
years and Shell for 18, before he relocat- 
ed to The Hague. “I mainly worked in the 
area of new business evaluation, which 
comes before you decide to build any- 



thing or drill a well. I was also operations 
manager for the Shell Learning Centre. 
That’s one of the strings I want to bring to 
Habitat - project control and evaluation.” 
A serious case of repetitive strain injury 
(RSI) meant Ian had to take early retire- 
ment from Shell, and he moved on to 
work for Adventure Plus, a Witney based 
Christian adventure charity. “There was 
me not able to work, hold a pen or read a 
book and I believe God was getting me on 
my knees,” he says. Despite losing his fine 
motor skills, Ian began to retrain himself, 
and became a qualified fencing instructor, 
but his work for Adventure Plus began to 
drag him back to the computer. 

“Eventually I had to leave to look after 



my arms. That was just before the tsunami. 
I wouldn’t go so far as to say I got RSI to 
force me to change my life, but I definitely 
felt led to do something different.” 

Ian was brought up a Baptist but started 
going to an Anglican church in Saudi 
Arabia, where Christianity is illegal. He 
had to lock the door of the Sunday school 
he ran. He says: “If I’d been caught I’d 
have been thrown in jail. We couldn’t 
have a building and our ministers were 
officially teachers. The secret services 

I believe God was getting 
me on my knees. ’ 



would come in to make sure there were 
no Muslims in our services.” When he 
returned to the UK Ian stuck with his 
local Anglican church, getting so 
involved his batteries ended up running 
very low. He says going to work for Shell 
in The Hague for 12 years was a ‘God 
move’ which gave him the chance to re- 
charge. 

“I became a church warden and played 
the trumpet. The church there was a 
great help,” he says. It was from The 
Hague that the family moved to Burford, 
where Ian says he is very happy at St John 
the Baptist. “It’s an absolutely incredible 
church. It’s a wonderful building and a 
very Bible led ministry. I’ve just shared 
with Bishop Colin our mission to double 
the size of the congregation in five years.” 

Ian is married to Christine and they have 
two children, Stuart, 33, and Chloe, 29. He 
is pictured above raising awareness of 
Habitat for Humanity’s work by spending 
24 hours in a shack at his church. 




S ee www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk 

or call 01295 264240 for more on 
the Desmond Tutu week. 



A safe pair of hands at a difficult time 
we specialise in post-funeral receptions 

The Positive Reception Company 

We think of everything 
so you don’t have to 

01635 280543 Andrea Cook 01235 420902 
www.thepositivereceptioncompany.co.uk 



-^j u- 

PBS 

PrayerBook 
n Society 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.ors.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842582 

Registered Charily No. 1099295. 
Company Limit™] by Gimrantre No. 4786978 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



K Jew 



Oaks 

L L E RY 



¥ 

V 



Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 

^ Tel:01373 462069 

Visit our website today! 

www.oakschrislianjeweSlery.co.uk 



Exciting features in 2010 

T he Door is published alongside of 5 other regional Anglican newspapers by 
C ornerstone Vision. T ogether they cover the diocese of Salisbury, G uiidford, 
Portsmouth, Chelmsford and Rochester. The Door is published monthly except 
August and 34,000 copies are printed. 

In addition to the wealth of news and editorial from the Diocese, Cornerstone 
Vision publish advertising features on a variety of different subjects. T here are 
special discounted rates for advertising in these features. Its feasible to advertise in 
just the Door to reach a regional audience or indeed to book throughout various 
papers in the group attracting a larger discount against our normal rate card prices. 

To find out more telephone 01752 225623 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only i 




